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Background:

Despite the strong evidence on the role of the social determinants in dental caries, there is limited research on as-
sociation between housing characteristics and dental caries among children.

Objectives:

To examine the association between housing characteristics and caries experience among 2-6 years American children.

Methods: 

Data from the National Health and Nutrition Examination Survey 2017-18 was used. Children aged 2-6 were included. 
The association between housing characteristics and the sum of decayed and filled primary teeth was assessed adjust-
ing for family income, ethnicity, age, gender and dental visits.

Results: 

A total of 861 child were included in the analysis. The mean number of decayed and filled primary teeth was 1.28. 
Compared to those who lived in owned home, children living in rented homes or homes with other arrangement had 
higher rate ratios for decayed and filled teeth with rate ratios 1.98 (95%CI: 1.25, 3.12) and 2.60 (95%CI: 1.14, 5.93), 
respectively. Higher family income was also associated with lower rates of decayed/filled teeth.

Conclusion: 

The analysis highlighted the importance of housing characteristics as a social determinant of children caries.
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